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IOC Executive Board Member
SER MIANG NG Appointed
as Honorary Chairman of the
Board of Kukkiwon
Appointment Ceremony Held on
February 1st Thu at 3pm, Also Awarded
Honorary Taekwondo 9th Dan Certificate

S
Chairman of the Board of Kukkiwon
Hong Sungchon delivers his
appointment speech.

er Miang Ng, a member of
the Executive Board of the
IOC, was appointed as the
Honorary Chairman of the
Board of Kukkiwon.
Kukkiwon held the “Appointment Ceremony of the Honorary Chairman of
the Board of Kukkiwon” in the central
gymnasium of Kukkiwon on February
1st(Thu.) at 3pm, with over 100 officials
from Taekwondo organizations in attendance, including Chairman of the Board
of Kukkiwon Hong Sungchon, Kukkiwon

Kukkiwon President Oh Hyundeuk takes a commemorative photo with IOC Executive Board member Ser Miang Ng
after awarding him an honorary 9th Dan certificate.

President Oh Hyundeuk, and Secretary
General Hoss Rafaty of the World Taekwondo (WT) to officialize the appointment of IOC Executive Board member
Ser Miang Ng as the Honorary Chairman of the Board of Kukkiwon.
Born in 1949 with a Singaporean nationality, the new Honorary Chairman
of the Board studied Business Administration at the University of Singapore,
and served as Singapore’s ambassador to
Hungary and Norway.
He first became a member of the IOC

in 1998, and served as a member of its Executive Board from 2005 to 2009 before
becoming the IOC Vice-President in 2009.
After serving his term, he stepped down in
2013, and resumed his role as a member of
the Executive Board in 2016.
As the Chairman of the Evaluation Commissions, he brought about progressive
changes in the IOC. Prominent enough
to run for the 9thPresident of the IOC,
Ser Miang Ng is considered one of the most
prominent Asians in the sporting world.
In particular, he was a close friend of
the late Dr. Kim Unyoung, a former IOC
Vice-President as well as the first Kukkiwon President and former Honorary
Chairman of the Board of Kukkiwon,
and his love and support for Taekwondo
is well-known.
During his speech in the appointment
ceremony, Chairman of the Board Hong
The new Honorary Chairman of the Board of Kukkiwon
Sungchon stated, “He has devoted his
Ser Miang Ng delivers his installation speech.
interest and attention in helping Taekwondo maintain and develop is status
as an official sport of the
"Taekwondo has
Olympics.
Furthermore,
continuously developed
his efforts have allowed
as world-class martial
Taekwondo to become
art and sport, and I know
the sport and martial art
very well that at the center shared and enjoyed by people all over the world that it
was Kukkiwon, and that
is today”, and expressed his
Kukkiwon has pioneered
hopes for the future, saying,
the development of
“As such, it is a great honor
Taekwondo"
to have someone of his stature assume the position of

the Honorary Chairman of the Board of
Kukkiwon, and I believe that his support
will accelerate the development of Taekwondo and Kukkiwon alike.”
In his installation speech, the new Honorary Chairman of the Board said, “Taekwondo has continuously developed as
world-class martial art and sport, and I
know very well that at the center was Kukkiwon, and that Kukkiwon has pioneered
the development of Taekwondo”, and continued, “I am very looking forward to be
working with all of you in this important
task of contributing to the world peace
and harmony with Taekwondo.”
He was followed by President Oh
Hyundeuk, who delivered his welcome
address, saying, “The wounds left by the
sudden passing of Dr. Kim Unyong, the
former Honorary Chairman of the Board
and a great leader in the Korean sports
community, in October remain fresh in
our hearts,” and “His abrupt absence left
us with big shoes to fill, and I am eternally grateful that Mr. Ser Miang Ng has
agreed to step up and assume the role
of the new Honorary Chairman of the
Board, and would like to sincerely welcome him.”
During the day’s events, President Oh
Hyundeuk presented Honorary Chairman of the Board Ser Miang Ng with an
honorary 9th Dan certificate on behalf of
Kukkiwon, and asked that he accompany Kukkiwon on its path to opening a
brighter future for Taekwondo.
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Kukkiwon Taekwondo
Demonstration Team Born
Anew through New Policies
Professionalization of Full-time Members, Launch of
Revenue-earning Businesses, etc. ... Appointment
Ceremony Held in Kukkiwon on May 2nd at 11am

T

he Kukkiwon Taekwondo
Demonstration Team (Team
Leader Oh Hyundeuk, hereinafter referred to as the
“Demonstration
Team”)

was reborn through the implementation
of new policies, and began officially en-

gaging in activities.
On May 2nd at 11am, Kukkiwon
held the “2018 Kukkiwon Taekwondo
Demonstration Team Appointment Ceremony” at the Kukkiwon Gymnasium,
with Kukkiwon officials and members
of the Demonstration Team, including
President Oh Hyundeuk (also the team
leader of the Demonstration Team) and
General Director of Affairs Department
Oh Daeyoung (also the vice team leader

of the Demonstration Team), in attendance. During the ceremony, a total of 82
members were appointed to the Demonstration Team, including 41 full-time
members such as Director Park Jinsoo,
Coaches Ma Yong and Kwon Kyungsang,
and Captains Iim Hoosang and Jeon Solhwee, and 39 part-time members.
Having reached the 44th anniversary of
the Demonstration Team’s formation this
year, Kukkiwon made the decision to bring
about changes by regularizing policies.
The Demonstration Team largely focused on two major new changes – professionalization of full-time members and
launch of revenue-earning businesses.
Until now, the Demonstration Team
was formed of part-time members, with
most of them being university students,

and members were paid expenses for
their activities as well as benefits.
However, this setup meant difficulties
in many aspects of the Demonstration
Team’s activities, from convening the team
to dispatching members domestically and
overseas and holding regular performances. Furthermore, skilled members would
inevitably quit the Demonstration Team
upon graduating from university due to
their need to ensure their own livelihoods.
As such, Kukkiwon arranged a budget
for the Demonstration Team through
support from the government and by increasing its own allocation of expenses
into the Demonstration Team’s budget,
and implemented a professionalization
policy for full-time workers.
As this policy falls in line with the gov-

Kukkiwon President Oh Hyundeuk bestows a certificate of
appointment on Kukkiwon Taekwondo Demonstration
Team Director Park Jinsu.

ernment’s goal of creating jobs for youths in
the public sector, full-time members of the
Demonstration Team are included in the
occupational cluster within the social system, and will be paid wages according to
their employment contracts and be covered

by the 4 major Social Insurance
Schemes.
Another core aspect of this
year’s changes to the Demonstration Team’s policies is the
decision to launch revenue-earning businesses.
Until now, the Demonstration
Team has relied on Kukkiwon’s
own budget and government
subsidies. However, starting
form this year, profits from
regular performances, domestic dispatch demonstrations,
and so forth will be used to operate the
Demonstration Team.
Kukkiwon plans to expand this policy
in the future to ensure the stable operation of the Demonstration Team as well

as to allow it to become a revenue model
for the entirety of Kukkiwon.
Kukkiwon President Oh Hyundeuk,
also serving as the team leader of the
Demonstration Team, stated, “I believe
that there is great meaning in the fact that
our long-cherished Demonstration Team
business is finally being implemented”,
and emphasized, “The Demonstration
Team must engage in its activities with
an awareness of its increased role and
responsibility in overseeing its duties as
a growth engine for the development of
Kukkiwon and Taekwondo.”
With overseas dispatches to a total of 18
countries planned for this year, the Demonstration Team departed for its first dispatch
to Sydney, Australia, where it will be staying for 6 days from May 3rd to May 8th.
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Applications for Participation
in "2018 Jeju World Taekwondo
Hanmadang" Begin
Applications for Participation Accepted from May 8th to
June 15th... Hanmadang to be held from July 28th to 31st
at Halla Gymnasium

4,000

Participants

60

Countries

41
Entries
"2017 Anyang World Taekwondo Hanmadang" held at
Anyang Gymnasium in Anyang-si, Gyeonggi-do from
July 29th to August 1st.

11

Events

A

pplications for participation
in the “2018 Jeju World
Taekwondo Hanmadang”
(hereinafter “Hanmadang”),
which will fill the air with
Taekwondo spirit by the global Taekwondo
families this coming July, have begun.
This year’s Hanmadang will be held at
Halla Gymnasium for 4 days from July
28th to 31st (located in Jeju-si, Jeju-do),
and is expected to see around 4,000 practitioners from over 60 countries around
the world.

Held annually by Kukkiwon, the Hanmadang is widely known as a festival that
shares the various values of Taekwondo,
such as Power Breaking, All-round Breaking, Poomsae, and Taekwondo Aerobic.
This year will feature contests in 41 entries in 11 events (34 entries in 7 events
for individuals and 7 entries in 4 events
for groups).
Due to conflicts in scheduling and location, and lack of participation, the former
entries of Long Jump Kick Breaking (Record Contest) and Fist Breaking (Power

Breaking) were excluded for women.
To qualify in the Hanmadang, contestants and executives must all be KukkiwonPoom or Dan holders, and executives
must be registered as Hanmadang representatives.
Domestic contestants may participate
in one event only, either as an individual
or a group, while international contestants may participate in two events as an
individual as well as one event as a group.
However, in the case of team competitions, both domestic and foreign contestants can participate in multiple events.
Those wishing to participate in the
Hanmadang can apply to do so by following the procedures listed in the Hanmadang website (http://hanmadang.
kukkiwon.or.kr) starting May 8th, with
applications closing on June 15th at 5pm.
The entry fee must be paid during the
separate period after applications are

over. Payments must be made by card,
and account payments are only possible
in special cases where payments by card
are not possible.
The entry fees are as follows:
Individual Contests - KRW 30,000 for domestic contestants and USD 30 for foreign
contestants.
Group Contests – Authorized Poomsae and
Creative Poomsae (Per Team): KRW 70,000 for
domestic teams and USD 70 for foreign teams,
Taekwondo Aerobics and Team Competition
(Per Team): KRW 100,000 for domestic teams
and USD 100 for foreign teams.

Meanwhile, Kukkiwon and Jeju Special
Self-Governing Province vowed to ensure
the success of the Hanmadang on March
28th, and signed and exchanged a joint
agreement on the division of budgets and
duties required to host the Hanmadang.
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Kukkiwon
Begins
Full-scale
Development
of Spectatorfriendly
Taekwondo
Matches
Demonstration of
Spectator-friendly
Taekwondo Matches
by Trial Teams Held on
February 27th(Tue.)

Kukkiwon General Director of Affairs Department
Oh Daeyoung delivers an address on behalf of
Kukkiwon President Oh Hyundeuk.

S

eeking to break away from
the current match format and
seek out a format that could
win the interest of the general
public, Kukkiwon (President
Oh Hyundeuk) began developing spectator-friendly matches in earnest.
Kukkiwon held a demonstration of spectator-friendly Taekwondo competitions
with trial teams at the Kukkiwon Gymnasium on February 27th(Tue.) at 1:30pm.
This demonstration was held to evaluate
different formats for spectator-friendly Taekwondo matches, so that those deemed to
have potential for growth could be selected,

strengthened, and improved.
During the demonstration, each of the 4
participating teams showcased their formats
for 20 minutes, and answered any questions
that the evaluation committee had.
Since 2017, Kukkiwon has developed various formats for Taekwondo matches with
active support and funding from the government as a part of its goal to develop spectator-friendly Taekwondo matches to make
Taekwondo more accessible and friendly to
the general public.
The 1st phase of the project began in July
2017 with the formation of a taskforce team
and establishment of a master plan for the

development of spectator-friendly Taekwondo matches. This was followed by the 2nd
phase in December 2017, which formed 4
teams to develop match formats and hold
trial team simulations.
Attending on behalf of Kukkiwon President Oh Hyundeuk, Kukkiwon General Director of Affairs Department Oh Daeyoung
stated, “Until now, Taekwondo has served
its role as a sport in the Olympic Games admirably, but it is true that it has been unable
to attract the attention of the general public”,
continuing, “I hope that this project will be
carried out successfully so that Taekwondo
can become even more beloved in the future.”

An evaluation committee made up of 10
figures recommended by Kukkiwon and the
Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism
(MCST) oversaw and judged the demonstrations of the 4 teams, and reported its findings to the government.
If a suitable match format for spectator-friendly matches is chosen among those
of the teams participating in the demonstration according to the evaluation committee’s
findings, a 3rd phase necessary for the development of spectator-friendly matches will
be conducted this year.

EVENT

16

10 11

3

Kukkiwon Concludes
Maintenance Education for
Masters Dispatched Overseas

7
7

Africa
Pan-America
Europe
Asia

Participation from 33 Masters Dispatched to 32
Countries around the World …Education Held for
8 Days from March 12th to 19th

33 Masters
Dispatched Overseas

Kukkiwon President Oh Hyundeuk delivers a special lecture during the opening ceremony.

K

ukkiwon (President Oh
Hyundeuk) concluded the
‘2018 Kukkiwon Maintenance Education for Masters
Dispatched Overseas (hereinafter referred to as “Maintenance Education”)’ conducted to enhance the qualifications of Taekwondo Masters who had been
dispatched overseas.
A total of 40 executives and staffs of Kukkiwon, including Kukkiwon General Direc-

A scene from the Kukkiwon Maintenance Education for
Masters Dispatched Overseas.

tor of Affairs Department Oh Daeyoung,
and Taekwondo Masters dispatched overseas attended the maintenance education’s
closing ceremony, which was held at Lecture Room No. 1 of Kukkiwon at 4:00 pm
on March 19th(Mon.).
The maintenance education, which began with the opening ceremony on March
12th(Mon.), was held for a total of 8 days
until the 19that Kukkiwon and Kyungdong
Academy (located in Pyeongtaek-si, Gyeo-

nggi-do) with all Kukkiwon Taekwondo
Masters who had been dispatched overseas
in attendance.
Currently, there are 33 Taekwondo Masters dispatched overseas in 32 countries,
with 16 in Asia (15 countries), 3 in Europe
(3 countries), 7 in Pan-America (7 countries), and 7 in Africa (7 countries).
Since 2009, Kukkiwon has been dispatching Taekwondo Masters to other countries
with the support of the Ministry of Culture,
Sports and Tourism to supply Taekwondo
to developing countries and strategic countries and expand the base of Taekwondo.
Since 2003, Kukkiwon has held yearly maintenance education to enhance the
qualification and capabilities of Taekwondo Masters who have been dispatched overseas, as well as to come up with measures
to expand the base of Taekwondo.
The maintenance education was composed of various subjects and lessons, ranging from overseas safety, first aid, sexual
harassment prevention, character and mentality, methods for requesting the dispatch
of the Kukkiwon Taekwondo Demonstra-

tion Team, how to use computers, and
overseas insurances to a special lecture
on cultivating insight into Korea and national awareness, and focused on practical
lessons required to properly instruct Taekwondo (Poomsae, Gyeorugi, self-defense,
new Poomsae, and demonstrations).
In his address at the closing ceremony,
Kukkiwon General Director of Affairs Department Oh Daeyoung said, “Taekwondo
Masters who have been dispatched overseas have a great responsibility to distribute
and spread Taekwondo as the representatives of not just Kukkiwon, the World
Taekwondo Headquarters, but Korea, the
motherland of Taekwondo, as well.” He
continued, saying, “I hope that you will all
devote yourselves to behaving in a manner
that does not bring shame to your status as
Taekwondo Masters.”
Kukkiwon is also planning on building a
computerized operation system in order to
maximize the efficiency of administrative
tasks for projects related to Taekwondo
Masters who have been dispatched overseas.
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Kukkiwon
Appoints
396 Members
to 2018
Technical
Committee
Technical Committee
Appointment Ceremony
/ Workshop Held for
2 Days and 1 Night
Starting February 24th

K

ukkiwon
(President
Oh
Hyundeuk) concluded the appointment for members of the
2018 Technical Committee
and held an appointment ceremony doubling as a workshop for the newly
appointment members.

President Oh Hyundeuk (left) presents Chairman Choi Jaimoo of the Technical Committee with a letter of appointment.

President Oh Hyundeuk delivers an address at the
appointment ceremony / workshop.

The “2018 Kukkiwon Technical Committee Workshop” (hereinafter referred to
as “Workshop”) was held at the KOBACO
Training Institute (located in Yangpyeong-gun, Gyeonggi-do) on February 24th(Sat.) at 3 pm. Approximately 340 figures attended the Workshop, including Kukkiwon
President Oh Hyundeuk, other executives
and staffs of Kukkiwon, and members of
the Technical Committee.
Kukkiwon appointed a total of 396 members to the Technical Committee, including
14 chairmen group members with Chairman Choi Jaimoo overseeing the entire
committee, which is composed of Department 1 (Testing) with senior vice chairman
Lee Kobeom, vice chairmen Kim Jinyel, Sin
Dalseung, Ji Byeongyun, Choi Jaigoo, and
Her Euisik, and Department 2 (Match)
with senior vice chairman Park Sungchul,
chairmen Gang Seokhan, Moon Younggil,
Song Whoseup, Choi Jongbok, and Hwang
Jongcheol, and assistant administrator Choi
Taeyoung, as well as other members such

as technical advisors, direction committee
members, and consultants.
This year’s Technical Committee is made
up of 12 pre-existing departments, such as
Department 1 (Testing), which includes testing enforcement, cooperation, research, education, dojang, and reward and punishment,
and Department 2 (Match), which includes
matches, judging, military and police, international affairs, women, and ceremonies, as
well as the two newly created departments
of Gyeokpa and Special Laws.
As with the case last year, former Kukkiwon vice directors such as Cho Youngki
and Song Bongsup will be carrying out the
role of technical advisors. However, unlike
previous years, a new role of consultant, separate from the pre-existing role of direction
committee member, was established.
During the appointment ceremony, President Oh Hyundeuk bestowed letters of appointment to the Chairman of the Technical
Committee as well as the heads of each department, and encouraged them to strive for

the efficient implementation of the committee’s major projects.
President Oh stated, “I would like to sincerely congratulate all of you who have been
appointed as members of the 2018 Technical Committee”, and continued, saying, “I
believe that if everyone here unites as one to
perform their given roles faithfully, we can
ensure a bright future for Taekwondo and
the Kukkiwon.”
At the Workshop, which was held over
the course of 2 days and 1 night, President
Oh Hyundeuk himself explained the major
projects of the Kukkiwon, Chairman Choi
Jaimoo provided on-the-job education, and
a guest speaker gave a special lecture on the
theme of “Communication for Taekwondo
Masters.”
Additionally, the Workshop served as a
valuable site where members of the Technical Committee could forge bonds and share
opinions on future plans through activities
including sports activities and group discussions within each department.
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Kukkiwon Concludes the 2018 Examiner Course
By Holding Examiner Course for the Examiners of the Organizations on January 26th(Wed),
the 3-time Examiner Courses were All Completed

Kukkiwon Holds Commemorative Tree
Planting Ceremony in Celebration of
Taekwondo Being Designated
a National Sport
Held at the West Gate Flower Bed of Kukkiwon on April 27th at 11am...
Trees Planted by Kukkiwon President Oh Hyundeuk and Member of the
National Assembly of the Republic of Korea Lee Dongsup

Kukkiwon (President Oh Hyundeuk) held a tree planting ceremony to
celebrate the designation of Taekwondo as a national sport by law.
On April 27th at 11am, the commemorative tree planting ceremony
took place at the flower bed in front of the West Gate of Kukkiwon, with
Kukkiwon executives and staff members, such as Kukkiwon President Oh
Hyundeuk, and Member of the National Assembly of the Republic of Korea Lee Dongsup (Bareunmirae Party, Member of the Education, Culture,
Sports & Tourism Committee of the National Assembly of the Republic
of Korea) in attendance.
This day’s festivities were held to celebrate the passing of the “Act on the
Promotion of Taekwondo and Creation of Taekwondo Park (Taekwondo
Act) Partially Revised Legislative Bill”, which includes the designation of
Taekwondo as Korea’s national sport, on March 30th.

Kukkiwon (President Oh Hyundeuk) completed the Examiner Course
for organizations, the third and final of the courses, concluding this
year’s Examiner Course.
On January 26th(Fri.), Kukkiwon held the “2018 Kukkiwon Examiner Course” (hereinafter referred to as “Course”), which was attended
by 69 examiners within organizations, including members of the military and the police.
The course began at 10:30 am with a special lecture by Kukkiwon
President Oh Hyundeuk on the projects of Kukkiwon, and was followed
by the regulations and rules for examinations, examination and evaluation methods, character education, basic movements and Poomsae education, Gyeorugi education, self-defense education, and so forth before
finally ending at 4:00pm.
Realizing the difficulties of dispatching examiners, judges, and supervisors directly to certain organizations, such as the military and police,
Kukkiwon began offering customized education for the examiners and
judges affiliated with these organizations last year.
As such, Kukkiwon is keenly watching over the revitalization of Taekwondo by teaching regulations and rules on examinations and its standardized Taekwondo movements, as well as by adding self-defense, a
subject favored by the aforementioned organizations, to the curriculum.
In his welcome address, Kukkiwon President Oh Hyundeuk stated,
“Those affiliated with the military and the police play a major role in
helping our youths develop the proper state values, Taekwondo spirit,
and physical values required for them to be reborn as excellent human
resources”, and emphasized, “I hope that you will do your best to invigorate Taekwondo in military and police organizations under the belief
that the development of Taekwondo is closely tied to your own development.”
Starting with the course for test enforcement managers and judges
for Low Dan Promotion Tests on January 17th(Wed), Kukkiwon has
held a total of 3 courses, including the course for supervisors and High
Dan Promotion Tests on the 18th(Thu) and the course for examiners

of organizations on the 26th(Fri). As a result of the 3 courses, over the
education program for about 280 examiners have been completed.
As technical advisors, direction committee members, and consultants.
This year’s Technical Committee is made up of 12 pre-existing departments, such as Department 1 (Testing), which includes testing enforcement, cooperation, research, education, dojang, and reward and
punishment, and Department 2 (Match), which includes matches, judging, military and police, international affairs, women, and ceremonies,
as well as the two newly created departments of Gyeokpa and Special
Laws.
As with the case last year, former Kukkiwon vice directors such as
Cho Youngki and Song Bongsup will be carrying out the role of technical advisors. However, unlike previous years, a new role of consultant,
separate from the pre-existing role of direction committee member, was
established.
During the appointment ceremony, President Oh Hyundeuk bestowed
letters of appointment to the Chairman of the Technical Committee as
well as the heads of each department, and encouraged them to strive for
the efficient implementation of the committee’s major projects.
President Oh stated, “I would like to sincerely congratulate all of you
who have been appointed as members of the 2018 Technical Committee”, and continued, saying, “I believe that if everyone here unites as one
to perform their given roles faithfully, we can ensure a bright future for
Taekwondo and the Kukkiwon.”
At the Workshop, which was held over the course of 2 days and 1
night, President Oh Hyundeuk himself explained the major projects of
the Kukkiwon, Chairman Choi Jaimoo provided on-the-job education,
and a guest speaker gave a special lecture on the theme of “Communication for Taekwondo Masters.”
Additionally, the Workshop served as a valuable site where members
of the Technical Committee could forge bonds and share opinions on
future plans through activities including sports activities and group discussions within each department.

As Member of the National Assembly Lee Dongsup had proposed the
law as its representative, Kukkiwon honored his contributions by inviting
him to the event.
President Oh Hyundeuk stated, “I am truly grateful to Mr. Lee Dongsup of the National Assembly, who poured his heart and soul into helping Taekwondo become designated as Korea’s national sport” and vowed,
“Now that Taekwondo’s status is legally protected and supported, we will
work even harder to ensure the constant development of Taekwondo.”
Member of the National Assembly Lee Dongsup said, “Now that Taekwondo, our greatest heritage, has become our national sport, the government also has the obligation to help preserve it”, and emphasized, “I
hope that this occasion will allow Taekwondo to rise to new heights with
Kukkiwon at the center of its development.”

Late Grand master Uhm Un kyu the Taekwondo Senior
Buried at the Seoul National Cemetery
Late Grand master Uhm Un kyu the Taekwondo Senior Buried at the Seoul National Cemetery
Medal (2017), the highest rank in the Order of Sport Merit.
On November 20thof last year, the Ministry of Culture, Sports and
Tourism (MCST) applied to the Ministry of Patriots and Veterans Affairs
for the burial site of the deceased to be moved to the Seoul National Cemetery after gathering opinions from the family of the deceased and the
Taekwondo world.
On December 22ndof last year, the Ministry of Patriots and Veterans
Affairs held the “National Cemetery Burial Subject Deliberation Committee” to review the matter, from which they recognized his contribution to
the development and globalization of Korea’s Taekwondo, and decided to
bury the deceased at the Seoul National Cemetery.
Meanwhile, the late Grand master Uhm Un kyu passed away last year
The late Grand master Uhm Un kyu, the Taekwondo Senior (former Kukkiwon president), who passed away in June last year, was buried at the
Seoul National Cemetery.
On January 11th(Thu.) at 3:00 PM at the Seoul National Cemetery,
the burial ceremony for the contributors to nation and society of the late
Grand master Uhm Un kyu was held with over 50 participants including
the bereaved family, Director Ahn Suhyeon of the Seoul National Cemetery, and relevant personnel from the Taekwondo world including Kukkiwon General Director of Affairs Department Oh Daeyoung.
The deceased was buried at No. 15 of the Graveyard 3 for Meritorious
Citizens at the Seoul National Cemetery. While he was alive, he was recognized by the government for his contribution to the development of Taekwondo and received the Girin Medal (1975) and Baengma Medal (1976)
of the Order of Sport Merit, and after death, he received the Cheongnyong

on June 10th(Sat.) at around 4:00 PM, and 3 days later on the 13th, the
Taekwondo funeral service was held at Kukkiwon.
The deceased, born in Seoul in 1929, was the disciple of the Grand
master Lee Wonkuk, who was the president of the Chung Do Kwan, one
of the 5 Mocheguans (early form of Taekwondo training halls). While he
was serving as the president of Chung Do Kwan, he gave all his might to
distribute Taekwondo.
He contributed to the founding of the Korea Taekwondo Association
(KTA) in 1961, opening of Kukkiwon in 1972, and founding of World
Taekwondo (WT) in 1978. He also contributed to preparing the groundwork for the advancement of Taekwondo while working as a member of
the executive committee of World Taekwondo (WT) in 1978, vice president of WT in 1989, vice president of Kukkiwon, president of Kukkiwon
from 2004 to 2009, and senior member of Kukkiwon from 2010.

