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1972.11.30 Taekwondo
Central Dojang opened

The first step into
Taekwondo globalization

Taekwondo brought to the
surface a representative
cultural brand of Korea

A multilateral effort
was made to promote
Taekwondo

Kukkiwon changed
to a new image

1973.02.06 Changed name to the ‘KUKKIWON’ and
grows to the origin of Taekwodno globalization
as the World Taekwondo Headquarters.

Taekwondo was chosen to be a demonstration sport
in the 1988 Seoul Olympics. Kukkiwon started
the business specialized in earnest.

1994.09.04 Taekwondo was chosen to become
an official sport for the Sydney Olympics at the 103rd
IOC executive committee meeting in Paris.

Technical development and global networking
enhanced the value of the Kukkiwon brand.

The KUKKIWON globalized the vision and
strengthened the stature as the
World Taekwondo Headquarters.
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KUKKIWON HELD THE FIRST 2017
TEMPORARY BOARD OF
DIRECTORS’ MEETING
FEBRUARY 24, AT MERCURE SEOUL AMBASSADOR HOTEL
REVIEWED AND VOTED 4 AGENDAS
Kukkiwon held the first temporary board of directors’ meeting of 2017 and reviewed and voted on
agendas including the 2017 budget.
On February 24, 2017, Kukkiwon held the “First 2017 Temporary Board of Directors Meeting
(hereinafter referred to as “Board of Directors”)” at Mercure Seoul Ambassador Hotel in Yeoksamdong, Seoul.
Twelve directors including chairman of the board Hong Sungchon and president Oh Hyundeuk
attended the temporary board of directors’ meeting. The following four agendas were discussed:
▲Agenda No. 1 – 2016 Performance and Budget (Plan), ▲Agenda No. 2 – 2017 Business Plan
and Budget, ▲Agenda No. 3 – Relocation of World Taekwondo Academy, and ▲Agenda No. 4 –
Assignment of Directors.
Agendas No. 1 to No. 3 were reviewed and approved as is, and on Agenda No. 4 it was decided
that work related to director assignments and committee would be delegated to the executive
department to be carried out according to Kukkiwon Policy.

ISSUE

>

KUKKIWON CONTINUES TO
PROMOTE TAEKWONDO
Kukkiwon delegation led by president
Oh Hyundeuk visit Iran, Thailand and US
to promote Taekwondo

Kukkiwon is making efforts to
promote Taekwondo.
Kukkiwon delegation led by president
Oh Hyu n deuk visited Iran and Thailand
to host various events designed to spread
awareness o f Taekwondo, and held meetings
with local personnel.
Kukkiwon delegation started with a four-day tour of
Iran between Febr u ary 14 and 17, 2017, and hosted
“Kukkiwon Taekwondo Special Test” at Taekwondo
House of the Iran Taekwondo Association located in
Teheran.
Attended by 532 Dan holders in Iran, Poomsae training
held on the 14th and 15th, and Dan testing held on the
16th and 17th.
The special testing took consideration of the lack of
Kukkiwon Dan holders in Iran and resolved to find ways to
improve the testing procedure and Dan certification value.
Furthermore, Kukkiwon signed a memorandum of
understanding (MOU) with Iran Taekwondo Association to
clearly define Kukkiwon projects for testing, training and
competition, as well as to review the feasibility of holding
Middle East events of Kukkiwon Cup and Taekwondo
Hanmadang.
Also, Kukkiwon dele g ation met the chairman of Iran
Olympic committe e and the vice president of Iran
Department of Athletics to discuss opportunities
for continuous c o llaboration between both
sides. Kukkiwon delegation also promised
to investigate the feasibility of establishing
Kukkiwon branch in Iran for systematic,
standar d ized Taekwondo expansion. It
is expected that the discussions will pave
the way for developing a foundation
for Taekwondo expansion.

After the Iran tour, Kukkiwon
delegation moved to Thailand
on February 18, and attended the
“Thailand Kukkiwon Cup” held at
Thonburi University Gymnasium.
The competition was first introduced by the
Thailand National Taekwondo Team lead coach
and overseas dispatched Taekwondo master, Choi
Youngseok in 2013 for the purpose of disseminating
Taekwondo in Southeast Asia. Starting from 2017,
the competition will be promoted as Kukkiwon Cup
which allows the event to receive official support from
Kukkiwon.
The competition’s opening speech was delivered by
president Oh Hyundeuk. Further in his interview with local
media stations that enhanced awareness of Taekwondo and
highlighted Kukkiwon’s image, the president pointed out the
superior attributes of Taekwondo.
In the meeting with Thailand Taekwondo Association,
Kukkiwon delegation suggested and discussed the direction
for further development. The discussion addressed plans for
fostering Taekwondo masters, providing Taekwondo training
in Thailand schools, hosting of Kukkiwon Cup and hosting
of Southeast Asia Taekwondo Hanmadang for long-term
Taekwondo promotion.
Kukkiwon delegation led by president Oh Hyundeuk
also attended the “First Maryland Governor Taekwondo
Competition” held at Harford Community College on
March 25, 2017. The delegation congratulated the
organizers of the event. Demo-performances by
the Kukkiwon Taekwondo Demonstration Team
allowed Taekwondoists in the US to be reminded
of the colorful values of Taekwondo.
On 2016, Maryland State designated
April 5 as Taekwondo Day, and the
event was held in celebration of
Taekwondo Day.
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KUKKIWON APPOINTS THE 2017
TECHNICAL COMMITTEE
341 Technical Committee members were appointed at the appointment
ceremony on February 11, followed by a 2-day workshop

Kukkiwon hosted the “2017 Kukkiwon Technical committee
Appointment Ceremony” (hereinafter referred to as Ceremony).
The ceremony marked the occasion of the committee assuming
charge.
The Ceremony took place on February 11, 2017 at YBM Training
Center on Hwaseong-si, Gyeogngi-do, with 360 Kukkiwon
personnel and technical committee members including
president Oh Hyundeuk in attendance.
This year’s technical committee consists of 341 members
including the chairman Choi Jaimoo, Department 1 (Testing)
with senior vice chairmen Lee Kobeom, Kim Jinyoul, and Choi
Jaigoo and vice chairman Kang Seokkab, Department 2 (Match)
with senior vice chairmen Park Sungchul, Moon Younggil,
Choi Myungsoo, and Choi Jongbok and vice chairman Hwang
Jongcheol, 12 chairman group members including assistant
administrator Choi Taeyoung, 53 direction committee members
and 276 members from 12 departments.
The technical committee is appointed annually to efficiently
implement key projects of Kukkiwon.
Unlike last year, former Kukkiwon vice directors Cho Youngki
and Song Bongsup have been appointed as Kukkiwon technical

advisors in Department 1 and Department 2 respectively,
thereby integrating the reward and punishment department and
the ceremony department.
At the Ceremony, president Oh Hyundeuk handed out the
appointment certificates to the chairman group members
and department heads, and encouraged them to endeavor for
Kukkiwon’s advancement.
President Oh Hyundeuk stated, “When all of us bond under
the name of Kukkiwon and fulfill our responsibilities through
communication, the future of Taekwondo and Kukkiwon is
bound to shine brighter. On behalf of Kukkiwon, I would like to
ask all of you to make your best efforts this year.”
Kukkiwon held a 2-day workshop at the ceremony venue to
promote harmony and communication among the technical
committee members.
The workshop started out with secretary general Oh Daeyoung
explaining Kukkiwon projects, and group discussions among
department members. This was followed with a 1-hour special
lecture on “Communicate and Change with Passion” by Good
Mic. CEO and communication specialist Pyo Youngho, who had
started his career as a comedian.
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KUKKIWON HOLDS LECTURE
COURSE FOR TEST JUDGES
The first lecture was held on January 19 and
the second lecture was held on February 11
The series aimed to improve test judge capacity
Kukkiwon held the “2017 Lecture Course
for Test Judges” (hereinafter referred to as
Lecture Course). The lecture series was aimed
at improving the capacity of test judges for fair
testing.
The Lecture Course was divided into two parts:
the 1st lecture (overseers, test implementation
action officers, special test judges, high Dan
test judges, low Dan test judges, statement
test judges) and the 2nd lecture (test judges of
military and police).
The 1st lecture course that took place on January
19 for 2 hours was attended by 200 judges
and featured contents such as test regulation
overview, Poomsae topics, match topics and tips
for making notes during testing.
Before the sessions, president Oh Hyundeuk
held a special lecture that introduced the vision
and strategy of Kukkiwon and enhanced the
participants’ understanding of Kukkiwon policies.

The 2nd lecture course which took place on
February 2, 2017 was attended by 75 test judges
from the military and police organizations.

For such reasons, the lecture course focused on providing tailored training considering the
characteristics of the military and police organizations. The lectures addressed topics such as
test implementation, precautions to be taken during testing, thinking and attitude as a test
judge, and teaching standardized techniques such as basic moves, Poomsae and match.
Also, participants were provided with a Taekwondo uniforms to be worn during
tests. It was recommended that the judges wear these uniforms in order to
emphasize the role and responsibility of test judges.
During his opening speech, president Oh Hyundeuk stated, “Despite the
short schedule, we must find what we lack, what the problem areas
are, and find ways to improve the fairness of tests and utilize tests
as the cornerstone of advancement in Taekwondo. Kukkiwon
will find appropriate solutions that suit the rapidly changing
reality rather than remaining content with the present
scenario.”

The course, which started at 10:30 AM and
ended at 4:00 PM, featured contents such as
test regulation overview, Poomsae topics, match
topics and tips for making notes during testing.

Last year, Kukkiwon made efforts towards
improving the test regulations the organization
revised test related regulations and regulation
inheritance, and by renewed delegation
agreements with testing organizations.

A “Supplementary Training for Military Test
Judges (Masters)” session designed to foster
military Taekwondo masters at Kukkiwon
Taekwondo Academy was held in April, 2011.
However, the 2017 event was the first lecture
course to be provided to all test judges of military
and police organizations.

Kukkiwon plans to continue
improving the test system
and revitalize Taekwondo
through systematic
collaboration with
testing organizations.

As it is difficult for Kukkiwon to dispatch
testing judges and overseers to military and
police organizations, Kukkiwon determined
that improving the capabilities of in-house test
judges of each organization will maximize the
effectiveness of fair testing.

NEWS BRIEF
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Kukkiwon Introduces
Activities for the
Competitiveness
Strengthening Committee

Kukkiwon Reorganized
as a Secretary General
Oriented Structure

Presented Honorary 6th Dan Certificate on
February 7
Resolved to collaborate in efforts to
spread traditional Korean culture through
Taekwondo

Kukkiwon was reorganized to 1 office, 3
bureaus, 1 research institute and 7 divisions.
The restructuring was part of the plan to
improve efficiency of project implementation.
Kukkiwon (president Oh Hyundeuk)
has been reorganized into a secretary
general oriented structure to
maximize its project implementation
efficiency.
On January 18, 2017, Kukkiwon
altered its previous structure of
2 corps, 1 office and 6 teams and
adopted an organization based on
head of corps to 1 office, 3 bureaus,
1 research institute and 7 divisions
(including the demonstration team).
The new structure will be centered on
secretary general Oh Daeyoung.
Planning and Strategy Team leader
Lee Jonggab will be the head of the
Planning and Coordination Office,
which was disbanded in 2014 and
reformed later. The Strategic Policy
Bureau, which will undertake most
of Kukkiwon’s key projects, will now
be managed by former Domestic
Project Team leader Kim Illseob.
The Operating Management Bureau
will be led by former Project Support
Team leader Kim Mintae, and
former deputy Training Corp leader
Kim Sun-I will oversee the WTA
Educational Policy Bureau.

The Planning and PR Division will
be led by manager Bang Mankyu,
Strategy Development Division by
manager Ko Kwangmun, Poom·Dan
Promotion Division by deputy
manager You Kyoungsik, and
Teakwondo Demonstration Team by
deputy manager Her Jeonghaeng.
The General Affairs Division will be
led by deputy manager Lee Yonghee,
Education Business Division
by manager Kang Jaewon, and
Education Development Division by
manager Lee Kyeongsook.
President Oh Hyundeuk stated,
“Kukkiwon is expanding its role as the
global headquarters of Taekwondo.
In order to perform effectively in this
role, we are promoting team units to
departments and expect that this will
promote a sense of responsibility in
implementing activities.”
Since December, 2016, Kukkiwon
has been undertaking major reforms
through activities such as revising
position and duty structures
by operation committee and
subcommittees.

Kukkiwon Presents
Honorary Dan Certificate to
the CEO of Korea Tourism
Organization

Kukkiwon presented an Honorary Dan Certificate to Jung Changsoo, CEO of
Korea Tourism Organization.
As a token for mutual collaboration, president Oh Hyundeuk presented an
Honorary 6th Dan Certificate and Taekwondo uniform to CEO Jung Changsoo,
who visited Kukkiwon at 4:30 PM on February 7, 2017.

Kukkiwon Appoints
External Cooperation
Group

This occasion was organized based on the mutual understanding towards
expanding Taekwondo’s global infrastructure and seeking ways to promote
tourism business based on such infrastructures.
The mutual understanding has been based on the necessity of utilizing
Taekwondo for vitalizing and expanding the Korean Wave. The two
organizations share a common agenda of promoting traditional culture and
attracting tourists, and based on the common goals the leaders have agreed to
pursue close collaboration.

To promote collection of donations, Kukkiwon has established a
Cooperation Group and appointed members.
Kukkiwon held “Kukkiwon Cooperation Group Appointment
Ceremony” on March 16, 2017 at Kukkiwon Lecture Hall 1 of
Kukkiwon, and presented appointment certificates to 6 members
including director Oh Eunghwan (Kukkiwon External Cooperation
Committee Chairman).
The Cooperation Committee has initiated new attendance projects
for the future such as discarding the profit structure, which has
been dependent on test fees. In place of test fees, the committee
has established a donation fund and another fund for various social
contribution activities.
In his address, president Oh Hyundeuk stated, “With the donation
fund established by the help of the Cooperation Committee, Kukkiwon
will be able to enhance the opportunities for advancement. With the
full capacity of your specialties, it is certain that your endeavors will
contribute to a better future for Kukkiwon.”

Kukkiwon has finalized the committee organization with a vision to strengthen
the organization’s competitiveness. With the appointment ceremony, the
committee initialized its activities.
On March 21, 2017, Kukkiwon hosted the “2017 Kukkiwon Competitiveness
Strengthening Committee Appointment Ceremony” at Lecture Hall of
Kukkiwon. Sixteen committee members including committee head Kim Taeil
(Kukkiwon director) were presented with appointment certificates.
The Competitiveness Strengthening Committee was established to perform a
range of activities that include: proposing and implementing major policies,
discovering new growth engine and establishing sustainable growth, and
developing suitable measures.
President Oh Hyundeuk stated in his appointment ceremony speech, “I ask that
all of you do your best towards strengthening Kukkiwon’s competitiveness for a
better future.”
At the first session of the Competitiveness Strengthening Committee, members
agreed to review the Kukkiwon development projects including development of
the profit project content, and share and discuss the members’ opinions in the
next session.

President Oh emphasized, “Taekwondo is already a major Korean Wave brand
popular in 200 countries. We should endeavor towards bringing traditional
Korean culture closer to people around the world by utilizing this valuable asset,
Taekwondo.”
CEO Jung stated, “We have been realizing the cultural value of Taekwondo,
which is one of the original Korean Wave assets. As a recipient of an Honorary
Dan Certificate, I would like to promote the awareness of Korean tourism
brands through Taekwondo.”
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KUKKIWON TAEKWONDO
DEMONSTRATION TEAM
DISPATCHED OVERSEAS

DEMONSTRATION

Kazakhstan

1

In celebration of Korea’s largest holiday, the Korean New Year’s Day, and the hosting
of the 2018 Pyeongchang Winter Olympics, Korea Education Centers hosted events
featuring Korea’s traditional martial art, Taekwondo, with the goal of spreading and
promoting Taekwondo.
Furthermore, Taekwondo was presented as a symbol of Korea at an official occasion
hosting the 2017 Almaty Universiade.

2
Kukkiwon and Anyang city signed an agreement for the “2017 Anyang World Taekwondo Hanmadang
(hereinafter referred to as “Hanmadang”) and made a commitment to hold a successful event.

KUKKIWON SIGNS
AGREEMENT WITH
ANYANG CITY
FOR 2017 WORLD
TAEKWONDO
HANMADANG
Signing Ceremony
held on March 8
Main Event to be held
at Anyang Indoor
Gymnasium from July
29 to August 1

The signing ceremony took place on March 8, 2017 at the 3rd ﬂoor briefing room of Anyang city Office.
President Oh Hyundeuk and secretary general Oh Daeyoung from Kukkiwon, Mayor Lee Pilwon and
senior vice president Kim Sangeun from Anyang city, and local Taekwondo personnel were present on
the occasion.

USA (Columbus, Ohio)

The team was invited to the Arnold Sports Festival to demonstrate Taekwondo.
The demonstrations attracted much attention from people interested in sports
for all and contributed to generating interest towards Taekwondo training. The
occasion also established an opportunity to attract interest in Korean culture.
Arnold Sports Festival is a major sports festival that takes place annually. It
features the Arnold Classic (body building), fitness expo and sports competition
where nearly 20,000 amateur athletes compete in 70 fields including gymnastics,
yoga, weight lifting, arm wrestling and tracks.

By the agreement, Anyang city and Kukkiwon will be sponsoring 600 million and 300 million
respectively for hosting Hanmadang. The two parties will collaborate to develop Anyang city as a global
luxury city and to promote the Hanmadang as the platform for bringing friendship and harmony
among Taekwondoists.

Germany

On August, 2016, Kukkiwon published a notice for a city to host Hanmadang, and with the selection
committee selected Anyang city as the final city after the on-site review in November.

The team participated in the International Tourist Exhibition (ITB) held at Berlin,
Germany to establish a permanent exhibition that promotes Kukkiwon Taekwondo.
Through the Taekwondo demonstration sessions held in the morning and after
the 11th and 12th, the team was able to make contributions towards promoting the
national martial art of Korea, Taekwondo as a global culture item.

This year’s Hanmadang is scheduled to be held over 4 days between July 29 and August 1, with more
than 4,000 Taekwondoists from 60 countries gathering at the Anyang Indoor Gymnasium.
As Anyang Indoor Gymnasium is regarded as the ideal venue with optimal conditions in facilities and
size, the expectations for this year’s Hanmadang are higher than ever.
President Oh Hyundeuk stated, “With the goal of bringing cleaner change to Anyang, the city has been
making aggressive investments and fluid administrative communications, and it is in recognition
of such efforts that the city has received the prestigious opportunity to host the World Taekwondo
Hanmadang.” President Oh further added, “we will be doing our best to make the 2017 Anyang
Taekwondo Hanmadang the greatest of all times.”
Mayor Lee Pilwon also stated “It is a great honor to host the greatest festival of Taekwondo, the
World Taekwondo Hanmadang, in Anyang city. Anyang city will make appropriate efforts to promote
Anyang’s local economy and showcase our athletes’ capabilities.”

3

4

USA (Maryland)

The state government of Maryland designated April 5 as the Taekwondo Day on
2016, and the “1st Maryland Governor Taekwondo Competition” took place this year.
The team participated and provided a Taekwondo demonstration at the opening
ceremony, promoting the status of Taekwondo and Kukkiwon.
Also, the team demonstrated Taekwondo at the US Naval Academy (one of the 5
military academies of US, and the second oldest after the Army Academy). The Naval
Academy is planning to open a Taekwondo Club in the academy.

Indonesia

5

As part of the plan to promote Taekwondo in Indonesia, the team provided
demonstrations of Taekwondo at the opening and closing ceremony of the “Indonesia
Minister of Defense Taekwondo Competition” held at Cibubur Youth Gymnasium in
Jakarta, Indonesia.
The Indonesia Minister of Defense Taekwondo Competition, which was held for
the first time in 2017, was attended by nearly 1,500 Taekwondoists and spectators.
The competition undertook the role of bridging Korea and Indonesia through
collaborations and exchanges in Taekwondo.
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