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'Unifying the World with Taekwondo'
Resounding Success of the 2018 Jeju
World Taekwondo Hanmadang
Opening Ceremony Held at 4:00 PM on July 28 (Sat.)...
Many Celebratory Events Including the Fly Paper
Airplane of Peace Event Were Held

"Now, the World Taekwondo Hanmadang
has gone beyond just being the pride
of Taekwondo families, serving as a
valuable asset for the entire 7.6 billion
members of humankind."

Halla Gymnasium, where the 2018 Jeju World Taekwondo Hanmadang was held.

of Hanmadang, saying, “The Hanmadang has now cemented itself as the festival that seeks for peace among humankind so that

In his congratulatory address, Governor of Education Lee Seok-

Taekwondo families can become one, transcending race, religion,

mun expressed his hopes that the Taekwondo practitioners would

national borders, and ideology. Now, the World Taekwondo Han-

take pride in themselves for being messengers spreading the spirit

madang has gone beyond just being the pride of Taekwondo fami-

of peace and asked them to contribute to world peace by developing

lies, serving as a valuable asset for the entire 7.6 billion members of

their own dignity and qualifications. He also advised the athletes

humankind. I hope that the message of peace, ‘Unifying the World

participating in the Hanmadang to display the skills that they had

with Taekwondo’ will spread throughout the nooks and crannies of

honed so far to their fullest and realize their dreams and ideals as

the world through the World Taekwondo Hanmadang.”

Taekwondo practitioners.

Governor Won Hee-ryong of Jeju Special Self-Governing Province,

The opening ceremony also drew attention with its Fly Paper Air-

in his Welcome Address, delivered a message of welcome, saying, “I

plane of Peace event, which prayed for the successful hosting of the Han-

and the other residents of Jeju would like to welcome all 3,500 or so

madang and the development of Jejudo Island, the Island of World Peace.

contestants who have traveled far from 62 countries to our island in

For the post-ceremonial event, the popular girl group BERRY

Korea. I hope that Taekwondo’s spirit of peace ringing throughout

GOOD delighted spectators by incorporating Taekwon dance

Jeju, the Island of Peace, will extend beyond the Korean Peninsula to

moves into their choreography during their performance, and the

bring about peace and coexistence in the global village. Please take

comedian group Zoltan Team (Lee Jae-hyeong, Han Hyeon-min,

your time to enjoy the beautiful nature of Jeju during your stay, so

and Jeong Jin-uk) presented a nonverbal performance containing

that you may leave us with unforgettable memories.”

the significance of Taekwondo being designated as a national mar-

Chairman of the Board of Kukkiwon Hong Sungchon emphasized, “The World Taekwondo Hanmadang, where we can enjoy
Taekwondo and share our minds, is truly the festival of Taekwondo

T

he 2018 Jeju World Taekwondo Hanmadang (here-

As the first official event of the opening ceremony, the flag bear-

inafter “Hanmadang”), a grand festival for the

ers of the 62 countries participating in the Hanmadang made their

global Taekwondo families, was successfully held.

entries to the applause and cheers of the spectators.

The opening ceremony was held at 4:00 PM on

After all the flag bearers made their entrances, the next order of

July 28 (Sat.), the first day of Hanmadang. It

the event was the Pledge of Allegiance. The 60 members of mul-

was attended by over 3,000 figures, including those in the field of

ticultural choir, clad in their traditional clothes (40 members

Taekwondo such as Chairman of the Board of Kukkiwon Hong

from Seogwipo Multicultural Choir and 20 members from Bliss

Sungchon, Kukkiwon President Oh Hyundeuk, and Chairperson

Children’s Choir of Seogwipo Multicultural Family Support Cen-

Lee Sang-wook of the Taekwondo Promotion Foundation, relevant

ter) sang the national anthem together, and were followed by the

personnel from the Jeju Special Self-Governing Province such as

declaration of opening from Chairperson Moon Sung-kyu of the

Governor Won Hee-ryong, Governor of Education Lee Seok-mun,

Organizing Committee, and the Opening Address by Kukkiwon

and Vice-chairperson Kim Hee-hyon, Hanmadang participants,

President Oh Hyundeuk.

Taekwondo practitioners, and Jeju residents.

The Kukkiwon President reminded attendees of the significance

and passionate as the blazing summer.

tial art, filling the spectators with laughter and emotion.
The opening ceremony was concluded with a splendid performance by the Kukkiwon Taekwondo Demonstration Team.

families in the global village who desire, seek, and practice peace.

The Kukkiwon Taekwondo Demonstration Team decided on ‘Na-

This year’s World Taekwondo Hanmadang is all the more mean-

tional Martial Art Taekwondo’ as the theme of their Hanmadang

ingful, as it is being held in none other than Jeju, the ‘Island of

performance to commemorate Taekwondo being designated as the

World Peace.’ I am convinced that the sheer passion that you show

national martial art of Korea this year, and prepared a grand per-

for Taekwondo in the World Taekwondo Hanmadang will inspire

formance featuring a total of 54 members.

many others around the world to take up Taekwondo as well, leading to a bond of peace being forged through a shared interest.”

The performance was about expressing the spirit inherent in Taekwondo and the process of endurance, in which Taekwondo was

After that, Vice-chairperson Kim Hee-hyon of the Jeju Special

recognized as the national martial art in all but name, unable to

Self-Governing Provincial Council, participating on behalf of

receive legal recognition. The performance lasted 15 minutes, and

Chairperson Kim Tae-suk, delivered his Congratulatory Address,

raised the level of celebration to the utmost peak.

congratulating the 2018 Jeju World Taekwondo Hanmadang for

Additionally, the pre-event held before the opening ceremony

being opened in the Jeju Special Self-Governing Province, which

was composed of various events including Jeju traditional music

is making a leap toward becoming a world-renowned international

performances and demonstrations by the Kukkiwon Taekwondo

free city, and also expressed his hopes that the event would be a

9th Dan Association Demonstration Team, which received acco-

precious occasion for the participants to forge friendships as heated

lades from the spectators.
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Master Park Yong-se Breaks All 14 Tiles…
Ascends to the Top in the Fist Breaking
of the 2018 Jeju World Taekwondo
Hanmadang
Master Mun Jeong-sik Wins the Title
in the Fist Breaking Male Senior III,
Jang Se-yeong Takes the Top
Spot in the Knife Hand Breaking Female Senior and Master
Combined Entry

Master Park Yong-se is posing for cameras at the podium.

breaking 12 tiles.
Though the Fist Breaking Male Master entry (domestic) was

M

not acknowledged as an official record due to its failure to secure at least 4 contestants, the entry nevertheless drew much
aster Park Yong-se (Taekwondo Masters

seok (Jiseonhoe), who broke

Association) won the title in the Fist

13 tiles, and other competitors.

attention as it promised a competition between two former
winners – Master Park Myeong-il (Mudogodanjahoe), the win-

Breaking of the ‘2018 Jeju World Taek-

Master Park commented, “Among the en-

ner for 2017, and Master Choi Deok-soo (Sumuhoe), the winner

wondo Hanmadang (hereinafter “Han-

tries of Power Breaking, I think the Fist Breaking is the best

for 2016. The competition ultimately concluded with Master

madang”)’, showing off his skills as a

one. The fist is the symbol of men. I have been diligently pre-

Park’s victory.

high-level Taekwondo master.

paring for the competition. Although I did not expect to win

In the Knife Hand Breaking Male Senior I and II combined

In the final round of the Fist Breaking Male Senior I and II

the gold medal at all, I think I did well because I emptied my

entry (domestic), Master Mun Sang-cheol (Georyong Taekwon-

combined entry (domestic) of the Hanmadang held on July 29

mind. I will devote myself even further to my Taekwondo

do Dojang) took the top spot by breaking 13 tiles while Mas-

(Sun.), the second day of the Hanmadang, Master Park showed

training in the future.”

ter No Gyeong-jeong (Murimhoe) grabbed the top prize in the

his remarkable strength by breaking all 14 tiles successfully,
leading to him taking the top spot in the competition.
In the preliminary round wheld on July 28 (Sat.), Master Park,
who barely passed the round at a joint fifth place by breaking

Master Seo Seung-wan (Pyeongcheonghoe), who had passed
the preliminary round in second place and sought the title of
2-time consecutive winner, managed to break only 8 tiles, ultimately failing to win any medals at all.

10 tiles among the 12 that he had requested, showed off his full

In the Fist Breaking Male Senior III entry (domestic), Master

capabilities in the final round, beating out Master Choe Min-

Mun Jeong-sik (Sung Woo Taekwondo) became the winner by

Knife Hand Breaking Senior III and Master combined entry by
breaking 15 tiles.
Jang Se-yeong (Kosin University Poomsae Team) became the
winner in the Knife Hand Breaking Female Senior I, II, III, and
Master combined entry (domestic) by breaking 10 tiles, a career
first for her.

Jang Se-yeong, who won the title
in the Knife Hand Breaking Female
Senior I, II, III, and Master
combined entry (domestic), is
breaking tiles with her
knife hand.
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“I even went to the hospital this
morning as I have a bad ligament
in my right knee. I was quite worried about it, but perhaps as a result of tensing up, it didn’t hurt at
all when the competition began.
So I was able to perform well.”

07

pants are required to demonstrate their skills within a short period

on a regular basis due to an injury in his right knee’s cruciate lig-

of time. Thus, they must consider a wide variety of factors, such

ament.

as the level of difficulty and number of rotations when perform-

With a smile on his lips, he said, “I even went to the hospital this

ing techniques, stable and accurate expression of techniques while

morning as I have a bad ligament in my right knee. I was quite
worried about it, but perhaps as a result of

Master Kim Heung-kyo Grabs First
Win by Taking the Top Prize in the Allround Breaking of the 2018 Jeju World
Taekwondo Hanmadang

tensing up, it didn’t hurt at all when the
competition began. So I was able to perform well.”
In addition, Master Park Dong-young
(Baekseok University Taekwondo Demonstration Team) made his much anticipated return to the All-round Breaking after
a 4-year break. Though he failed to win a

Victory in the Face of Numerous Injuries…Master Park
Dong-young, the Grand Master in the All-round Breaking,
Undertakes a Meaningful Challenge

medal due to the sudden deterioration of
his condition, he nevertheless won admiration and praise from spectators for his
decision to undertake this meaningful
challenge.

M

Master Park Dong-young is a grand
aster Kim Heu-

demonstration team, second place), Han

ng-kyo

(Mirae

Dong-hui (Korea Nazarene University,

Asset Life Insur-

third place), and Yun Min-won (Keim-

ance

yung University Taekwondo Demon-

Co,

Ltd.)

took the top spot

The Grand Master of All-round Breaking, Park Dong-young,
is presenting a demonstration in the All-round Breaking.

stration Team, third place).

in the ‘2018 Jeju World Taekwondo Han-

The Hanmadang All-round Breaking

madang (hereinafter “Hanmadang“)’ for

is an entry in which contestants must

the first time ever in his life, demonstrat-

break 7 to 10 targets (pine boards) with-

ing a fighting spirit that refused to yield

in 50 seconds by using various breaking

to his injuries.

techniques, and the ranking of perform-

In the final round of the All-round

ers is decided based on the marking cri-

Breaking Male Senior II, III, and Mas-

teria of accuracy (number of broken tar-

ter combined entry (domestic) held on

gets, landing) and program arrangement

July 30 (Mon.), the third day of the Han-

(skill, expressiveness, creativity).

madang, Master Kim, having earned

In particular, the All-round Breaking

8.50 points, won the title by beating out

is considered to be one of the most diffi-

Master Park Seong-hyeon (YN.STAR

cult entries in the Hanmadang, as partici-

ner at the World Taekwondo Hanmadang

mid-air, and new techniques, while at the same time ensuring that

(2003, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2014, and 2015), and holds the record for

they can break all targets without fail.

the most gold medals won in the Hanmadang.

Master Kim performed various techniques like turning around

He is recognized as a grand master in the All-round Breaking

after stepping on chest and kicking consecutively in the air, and

and a legend in Taekwondo demonstrations, having taken the top

reverse turning obstacle breaking without making any mistakes,

spot four times in the All-round Breaking; the other two gold med-

finally ascending to first place for his efforts.

als were won in the Authorized Poomsae in 2015 and the Team

Master Kim commented, “I never expected to win the gold medal, and I still cannot believe that I’ve won at this moment. I feel
really good.”
His gold medal is considered all the more valuable, as he had won
the title by overcoming all sorts of injuries.

Master Kim Heung-kyo is posing for pictures
after the award ceremony.

master of Taekwondo and a 6-time win-

Competition in 2003 respectively.
When Master Park, the oldest among the participants in the Allround Breaking of the Hanmadang, completed his demonstration,
he received a great deal of applause and cheers from the spectators.
He mentioned his motivation for attending the competition, say-

Master Kim, who had the Achilles tendon of his right leg rup-

ing, “Most performers who participate in the All-round Breaking

tured while he was teaching Taekwondo during his military ser-

retire in their 30s, which is quite regrettable. Although it was by no

vice in 2013, received surgery for his injury and was confined to a

means easy, I still wanted to send a message to younger Taekwondo

wheelchair for 8 months. Even now, he still must receive treatment

practitioners and trainees by performing directly in front of them.”

Kyungmin University
Becomes the Twotime Consecutive
Winner of the
Team Competition
of the 2018 Jeju
World Taekwondo
Hanmadang
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“We Are Taekwondo Families
Dreaming of Unifying the
World with Taekwondo”
Meeting between the Youngest Participant,
Michael Owen Basinger (USA), and the Oldest Participant, Master Choi Deok-soo (Korea), of the 2018
Jeju World Taekwondo Hanmadang

W

every year by Kukkiwon under the slogan

Having operated a Taekwondo Dojang

“Unifying the World with Taekwondo” is

since 1965 to train disciples, Master Choi

recognized as the grandest festival for glob-

has participated in the Hanmadang since

al Taekwondo families pursuing peace and

2015, and has demonstrated his outstand-

harmony through Taekwondo, transcend-

ing skills in the Fist Gyeokpa Master field.

ing race, nationality, ideology, and religion.

When asked by Master Choi what he

Saying that this was his first time vis-

would like to become in the future, Michael

iting Korea, the motherland of Taekwon-

replied that he wanted to become a Master

do, Michael was at first shy in his meet-

‘2018 Jeju World Taekwondo Hanmadang’ Concludes … End to the
4 Days of Heated Competition
from July 28 to 31

Kyungmin University, which has won the title in the
Team Competition Senior I and II combined entry
(domestic) for two years running as of the 2018 Jeju
World Taekwondo Hanmadang, is performing.

K

yungmin University won

Breaking – the fields with the highest al-

the title in the Team

lotment of points – without making a sin-

Having kicked off on July 28 (Sat.), the

Competition of ‘2018

gle mistake, and successfully breaking all

Hanmadang, filled with the heated passion

Jeju World Taekwondo

55 target pine boards (20 pieces for Pow-

of the 3,444 global Taekwondo families from

Hanmadang (hereinafter

er Breaking and 35 pieces for All-round

62 countries around the world, concluded

Breaking).

its 4-day run with its closing ceremony.

“Hanmadang”) for the second year running.

quent mistakes dragged them down.

In the final round of the ‘Team Com-

Kyungmin University, which has now

The closing ceremony was held at 3:00

petition Senior I and II combined entry

taken the top spot in the Hanmadang for

PM of July 31, with relevant officials from

who taught Taekwondo to others, and gave

(domestic)’ of the Hanmadang held on

its second year running, drew the attention

Kukkiwon, including Kukkiwon Presi-

ing with Master Choi, but as Master Choi

Master Choi a thumbs up, as if he had been

July 31 (Tue.) at Halla Gymnasium in Jeju,

of the spectators with its engaging storyline

dent Oh Hyundeuk and General Director

greeted him with a warm expression, Mi-

waiting to be asked that very question.

Kyungmin University (Shin Seong-ho and

for the Team Competition, which used a

Oh Dae-yeoung of the Affairs Depart-

Master Choi looked at Michael and

12 others) received the highest score (77.50

massive Taegeukgi (Korean national flag)

ment, relevant staffs from the Organizing

chael responded with a smile.
e are all Taek-

Michael looked with curiosity at the fist

praised him, saying, “As I met Michael to-

points) among the 12 teams participating

and kicks to portray the Korean independ-

Committee, including Chairperson Moon

wondo families

of Master Choi, which had become rough

day, I realized that people all over the world

in the competition, ultimately emerging as

ent activists who sacrificed themselves no-

Sung-kyu and Secretary General Choi Jae-

who love Taek-

and rugged from his long years of Taek-

could become one through Taekwondo

the victor.

bly during the Japanese colonial period.

moo, and the winners in the Hanmadang

wondo.

wondo training, and when Master Choi ex-

regardless of age. Even though Michael is

The Team Competition is an entry in

Seon U-hyeok (senior), the team lead-

plained why it looked so rugged, he smiled

young, his true love for Taekwondo is no

which 9 to 11 contestants (it is possible to

er of Kyungmin University, said, “We are

In his closing remarks, Kukkiwon Pres-

brightly and exclaimed, “Amazing!”

less than my own.”

include two substitutes) must create a com-

incredibly overjoyed at having won again

ident Oh Hyundeuk stated, “The 2018 Jeju

At the 2018

Jeju World Taekwondo Hanmadang (here-

in attendance.

inafter “Hanmadang”) held at Jeju, the

From Ohio, USA, Michael first began Taek-

When Master Choi suggested, “If there is a

position of various Taekwondo techniques

this year after our victory last year. I think

World Taekwondo Hanmadang, full of

Island of World Peace, for 4 days starting

wondo at the age of 4. He is fully absorbed in

chance, then I would like to meet you again

(Creative Poomsae, Self-defense, Single

this is the result of us practicing constant-

the passion from the Taekwondo families,

July 28, a surprise meeting took place be-

Taekwondo training, going to a Taekwondo

in the Hanmadang next year”, Michael an-

Jumping Breaking, Various Target Break-

ly, even during the weekends, without rest,

is coming to an end. Let’s keep this very

tween a cute child trainee and an elderly

dojang (training hall) 3 times a week.

swered with a smile, saying, “I will partici-

ing, Spinning Breaking, Creative Break-

and working together as one. We will de-

moment a beautiful and precious memo-

pate in the Hanmadang again next year.”

ing, and Power Breaking) and demonstrate

vote ourselves to continuing our winning

ry, and I hope to meet you all again next

streak for the third year.”

year with a happy smile. For many years

Taekwondo Master who held himself with
the presence of a superior.

When Master Choi asked Michael how he
felt about participating in the Hanmadang,

The two Taekwondo families participat-

them within 5 minutes and 30 seconds,

They were Michael Owen Basinger (7)

he responded by saying, “The demonstra-

ing in the World Taekwondo Hanmadang,

and the pride of each university and army

from the USA and Master Choi Deok-soo

tions (Congratulatory Performances at the

which dreams of “Unifying the World

branch is at stake.

(74) from Korea, the youngest and the old-

Opening Ceremony) of the Kukkiwon Taek-

with Taekwondo”, promised to meet again

est participants in the Hanmadang. The

wondo Demonstration Team were really

age difference between the two is 67 years.

cool. The athletes jumping up high in the air

The World Taekwondo Hanmadang held

and performing Gyeokpa are also great.”

Meanwhile, Korea National Sport Univer-

to come, Kukkiwon will give constant ef-

sity (Lee Seung-gyun and 12 others), which

forts so that the world’s biggest festival, the

Kyungmin University, which passed the

had passed the preliminary round in first

World Taekwondo Hanmadang, which is

in the next year’s Hanmadang, and ended

preliminary round in third place, delivered

place and endeavored to retake its title for the

filled with hopes and desires of the global

their brief yet happy meeting.

an outstanding performance, showcas-

first time in 9 years since 2009, was forced to

Taekwondo families, will continue to grow

ing the All-round Breaking and Creative

be content with 8th place, as the team’s fre-

and develop.”
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“2018 THE AWARD
OF PROUD
TAEKWONDOISTS”
Was Successfully
Held
Total of 14 Had the Honor of
Receiving Awards, Including
3 Taekwondo Grand Prizes and 11
Taekwondoists Award in Kukkiwon
at 2:00 PM on December 7 (Fri.)

K

Chairman of the Board of Kukkiwon Hong Sungchon gives a
commemorative address.

ukkiwon held the award ceremony of the “2018

dent of the Jeollanamdo Taekwondo Association (JNTA), and has

University ▲Creation: Jin Cheon soo, Taekwondo instructor of

Award of Proud Taekwondoists Ceremony,”

been contributing to the development of Taekwondo by operating

Korea Paralympic Committee ▲Volunteer: Lee Kyungseok, direc-

After that, Kukkiwon President Oh Hyundeuk said in his wel-

and conferred awards to those who had con-

a Taekwondo Dojang (training hall) since 1960.

tor of Seoul Taekwondo Association for the Disabled, and ▲Cul-

come address, “To achieve the bright future of Taekwondo that

ture: Chung Gwanho, the CEO of Monoplane.

we desire, more dedication and sweat and continuous roles and

tributed to the development of Taekwondo.

The Taekwondo elder Ye Cho-he is also a Taekwondo 9th Dan

future of Taekwondo on their shoulders.”

The award ceremony was held at the Kukki-

Holder, and contributed to the development of Taekwondo by

In the special category, the following 2 people were award-

efforts are needed from all of us,” and added, “In this sense, I hope

won Gymnasium at 2:00 PM on December 7 (Fri.) with over 200

serving in the following positions: executive officer and inspector

ed: Grandmaster Choi Eunggil of the United States Tae Kwon

that today’s event will not just conclude as merely an award cere-

people attending, including Chairman of the Board Hong Sung

of the Korea Taekwondo Association (KTA), president and senior

Do Martial Arts Academy (USTMA) (“Kick Cancer Out of the

mony, but become a meaningful occasion for all the global Taek-

chon and President Oh Hyundeuk from Kukkiwon, as well as

advisor of the Gyeongbuk Taekwondo Association (GBTA), and

World“ Cancer Benefit through Taekwondo) and Kim Changwan,

wondo families gathered here to renew our will to endeavor for

other executives and employees of organizations related to Taek-

chairman of the board of the Gyeongsangbukdo Sports Council.

the chief editor of TKDNews and director of Korea Taekwondo

the future of Taekwondo.”

wondo, Taekwondo elders, and domestic and foreign Taekwondo

In the case of former President GENERAL GASTON OUAS-

Masters.

Association (KTA).

SENAN KONE, he served as a minister of the Ivory Coast gov-

The winners of the Taekwondo Grand Prizes received KRW 3

This years award ceremony was classified into the Taekwondo

ernment from 1976 to 1993, member of the National Assembly

million in prize money and additional prizes, and the winners of

Grand Prize (National Spirit Commendation, True Character

from 2000 to 2015, and dedicated himself to distributing Taek-

the Taekwondoists awards received prize money of KRW 1 mil-

Commendation, and Cultural Commendation) and Taekwondo-

wondo in the African continent by founding a Taekwondo Feder-

lion and additional prizes as well.

ists Award (Leader, Athlete, Referee, Judge, Education, Manage-

ation in Ivory Coast in 1973.

ment, Creation, Volunteer, Culture, and Special)

“The Award of Proud Taekwondoists Ceremony,” first enacted

In the award ceremony on that day, various congratulatory performances, including the Kukkiwon Taekwondo Demonstration
Team’s performances, were held to heighten the festive mood.
Meanwhile, in the “Awards for Model Organizations 2018”,
which served as an award ceremony as well, the Daegu Taekwondo Association (DTA) received the grand prize to become the

Those who received the Taekwondoists Awards are as follows:

in 2007 and institutionalized from 2015, selects the award win-

First of all, the Taekwondo Grand Prize, the highest honor of

▲Leader: Lee Jongho, the vice president of Kukkiwon Taekwon-

ners through the deliberation of the Selection Committee after

DTA has received the grand prize for 3 years running from 2016

this year’s award ceremony, was conferred to the 3 people as fol-

do 9th Dan Holder Federation ▲Athlete: Kim Taehoon, Taek-

receiving recommendations from Taekwondo organizations and

to this year, and received recognition as the Evaluation Re-ap-

lows: Advisor Cho Yeong-ki of the Kukkiwon Technical Commit-

wondo athlete member of Suwon City Hall, and winners of gold

press media of public figures who have contributed to the distri-

pointment Organization, which is the most appropriate for the

tee (National Spirit Commendation); Ye Cho-he, an elder mem-

medals in 2013, 2015 & 2017 World Taekwondo Championships

bution and development of Taekwondo.

Kukkiwon evaluation criteria out of 17 municipal and provincial

ber of Kukkiwon Taekwondo 9th Dan Holder Federation (True

▲Referee: ALI MODIRI, the referee of World Taekwondo Han-

Chairman of the Board of Kukkiwon Hong Sungchon said in his

Taekwondo Associations nationwide conducting domestic Taek-

Character Commendation); and GENERAL GASTON OUAS-

madang (16 years of career) ▲Judge: Gwak Ki-ok, a member of

commemorative address, “It is not an exaggeration to say that to-

wondo Poom & Dan Promotion Tests (1 – 4 Poom, and 1 – 5 Dan).

SENAN KONE (Cultural Commendation), the founding presi-

Overseas Evaluation & Deliberation Committee of Kukkiwon

day’s Taekwondo was shaped by the noble dedication of those who

The excellence awards were given to Daejeon Taekwondo As-

dent of the Ivory Coast Taekwondo Federation (FITKD).

▲Education: Park Jungwoo, former instructor of Reserve Ath-

will be receiving awards in this award ceremony,” and empha-

sociation and Gwangju Taekwondo Association, and consolation

Technical Advisor Cho Yeong-ki is a Kukkiwon 9th Dan Hold-

letes for Korean National Team ▲Management: Kim Sangkeon,

sized, “All the global Taekwondo families will forever remember

awards were given to Jeollabukdo Taekwondo Association (JBTA)

er, and has served as vice president of Kukkiwon, standing vice

Kwan head of Paju Taekwondo Dojang (training hall)-cum-pro-

and praise your contributions, and I am confident that they will

and Chungcheongbukdo Taekwondo Association, receiving prize

chairman of the Korea Taekwondo Association (KTA), and presi-

fessor at Department of Taekwondo Diplomacy in Kyungmin

serve as true lessons for the younger generation who will carry the

money of KRW 5 million and KRW 3 million, respectively.

winner of KRW 7 million in prize money.
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A Representative International Academic Event for Taekwondo

SEOUL GLOBAL TAEKWONDO
LEADER’S FORUM 2018 to Be Held
At Le Meridian Seoul for 2 Days from Nov. 25 to 26…
Opening Ceremony on the 25th at 9:30 AM

A scene from the Seoul Global Taekwondo Leader’s Forum 2018.

joint statement, a keynote speech, and a

tion, not Speed,“ which is the same as the

special lecture were held at DaVinci Ball-

title of his book.

room of Le Meridien Seoul from 9:30 AM.

In addition, lectures of humanism sto-

First, the joint statement saw Kukkiwon,

ries were delivered by the following fig-

Member of the National Assembly Lee

ures: Sam J. Johnston from Canada, who

Dong-sup, and the delegates of each con-

displayed his fighting spirit by overcoming

tinent sign and announce their determina-

leukemia through Taekwondo to partici-

tion to bring about exchange, cooperation,

pate in the 2016 Anyang World Taekwondo

and harmony between the world’s Taek-

Hanmadang; and Kim Ju-ho, who was the

wondo families to commemorate Taek-

first visually-impaired person to acquire

wondo being designated as the national

Kukkiwon 4th Dan.

martial art of Korea.
Principal Han Bi-ya of World Vision’s

the For All Taekwondo Youth Motor Develop-

Global Citizenship School delivered a key-

ment Center gave a lecture on the topic of the

note speech on the topic of “Humanism: One

‘Influences of Taekwondo Training on Hu-

Gram of Courage to You.” She is well-known

man Development and Harmonious Lives.’

for her bestseller Daughter of the Wind.

T

On the 26th, the second day of the Forum,

Ms. Han Bi-ya is an international aid work-

a topic meeting and opinion presentations

er who worked in South Sudan and Mali in

was held at the Cezanne Room of Le Meri-

West Africa as an advisor for the UN CERF

dien Seoul from 10:00 AM.

he Seoul Global Taekwondo

Masters from over 20 countries participat-

future values while stressing the status of

(Central Emergency Response Fund) Advi-

It proceeded as follows: Kukkiwon’s roles

Leader’s Forum 2018 (here-

ing in the event.

Seoul, the capital of Korea, as the central

sory Group, and is a famed figure leading the

and related duties were described, a policy

The Forum, which signaled its beginning

city of world Taekwondo by inviting Taek-

most influential NGO (non-governmental

discussion between major officials of each

academic

in 2009, has made transformations in 2012,

wondo Masters from all over the world,

organization) in Korea.

continent was held, and a meeting on the

event representing Taek-

and strongly established its foothold as an

who regard themselves as playing the role

academic event representing Taekwondo,

of a peace mission through Taekwondo.

inafter the “Forum”), an
international

wondo, was held.
The Forum, co-hosted by Kukkiwon,

Seoul Metropolitan City, and Seoul Sports
Council, was held at Le Meridien Seoul

Seoul Global Taekwondo Leader’s Forum 2018 Poster.

In addition, Director Gang Myeong-hui of

having been held for a total of 8 times up
to this year.
The Forum is being held with the in-

This Forum is being implemented under
the main theme of “The National Martial
Art Taekwondo, Reading Humanism.”

Following that, the special lecture was
presented by Director Emanuel Pastreich
of the University of Brain Education (UBE)
and the Earth Management Institute.

standardization of Taekwondo techniques
was held.
Furthermore, a Seoul Cultural Tour was
arranged for the Taekwondo Masters par-

Director Emanuel Pastreich delivered a

ticipating in the Forum, allowing them to

for 2 days from November 25 (Sun.) to 26

tention of arranging a venue to make aca-

On the 25 , the first day of the Forum,

meaningful message through his lecture

visit Deoksugung Palace from 8:30 AM to

(Mon.), and will see some 300 Taekwondo

demic exchanges on Taekwondo and create

the opening ceremony, announcement of

on the topic of “Life is a Matter of Direc-

12:00 PM on November 27 (Tue.).

th
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Kukkiwon
Newly
Dispatches
Overseas
Dispatch
Masters to
6 Countries
Kukkiwon has dispatched
6 new Masters overseas
to 6 countries in 2018.
The images show scenes
of overseas dispatch
Masters teaching
Taekwondo.

1 Master Each Sent to
6 Countries of Mongolia,
Zimbabwe, Estonia,
Poland, Ukraine, and
Ireland

K

ukkiwon is newly dis-

ters received orientation education on

patching

overseas

everything they needed to perform their

Furthermore, due to the unrest in their

gration expenses, vacation bonuses, retire-

dispatch Masters to 6

duties as dispatch Masters, from an under-

respective sites, Master Lee Deok-hwi was

ment allowances, and more. Upon comple-

countries.

standing of the Master dispatch business

transferred to Georgia from Lesotho and

tion of 1 year of work, Masters can extend

The countries receiv-

to required capabilities, duties, guidelines,

Master Jeong U-min was transferred from

their contract for 2 years at a time depend-

the dispatched Masters are Asia’s

and cautionary advice. Upon the comple-

Algeria to France.

ing on an assessment of their work.

Mongolia, Africa’s Zimbabwe, and Eu-

tion of the education, the new dispatch

rope’s Estonia, Poland, Ukraine and Ire-

Masters signed their contracts.

ing

6

Bronze Medal in the 2016 Rio Olympics.

fare, departure and return expenses, mi-

With this batch of new dispatched Mas-

Kukkiwon President Oh Hyundeuk stat-

ters, Kukkiwon has now sent a total of 39

ed, “Sending Taekwondo Masters over-

Kukkiwon launched its ‘Kukkiwon Dis-

overseas dispatch Masters (1 per country,

seas to expand the base of Taekwondo is

patch Taekwondo Master’ business in 2009

with the exception of 2 in Indonesia) to

of vital importance to the development of

Kukkiwon began recruiting new dis-

alongside the Ministry of Culture, Sports

38 countries (16 in Asia, 6 in Africa, 7 in

Taekwondo, and is directly connected to

patch Taekwondo Masters and conducted

and Tourism, and has been dispatching

Pan-America, and 9 in Europe).

preserving Taekwondo’s status as an offi-

secondary screening (interviews, foreign

Taekwondo Masters overseas since.

land. Each of the 6 nations will be receiving
1 dispatched Master.

The dispatched Masters are provided

cial sport at the Olympics”, and continued,

language, practical) on applicants who had

In particular, Master Cha Dong-min,

with basic pay, various forms of addition-

“Going forward, we will do everything in

passed the primary screening (document)

the newly dispatched Master to Ireland, is

al compensation, rent for housing, tuition

our power to dispatch more skilled Taek-

process before making a final selection.

a famous contestant who has won a Gold

for their children (family allowance is only

wondo Masters to even more countries.”

Medal in the 2008 Beijing Olympics and a

provided for those who fit the criteria), air

Following that, the new dispatch Mas-
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Kukkiwon
Holds New
‘Taekwondo
Dobok’
Briefing
Session
Held at Kukkiwon from
4 PM on Nov. 29 ...
Carried out as a Fashion
Show with 35 Sets of
Clothes among Prize
Winners and Research
Results

K

ukkiwon held a brief-

vited to attend the event.

overcome this issue as well as other prob-

jor (clothing science) as the lead research-

ing session to show-

The briefing session was carried out in the

lems found in existing Doboks, Kukkiwon

er and a committee made up of 6 experts

case new Taekwondo

style of a fashion show, with models wear-

undertook the task of developing Doboks.

in clothing, materials, and Taekwondo.

doboks and collect rel-

ing the 35 sets of clothes chosen among

The Taekwondo Research Institute of

These committee members were Visiting

evant opinions.

those that had won contests and those that

Kukkiwon formed a 1st stage task force

Professor Kim Hye-eun of Woosong Uni-

had been created through research.

made up of Taekwondo experts and cloth-

versity, Professor Son Se-ran of Seoul Arts

Kukkiwon held the ‘Kukkiwon Tae-

kwondo Dobok Design Briefing Session’

A total of 12 sets of Doboks (3 training

ing experts collected opinions, and care-

College, Instructor Bae Yun-ji of Kyung-

(hereinafter referred to as the “briefing

uniforms, 3 Taekwondo test uniforms, 3

fully reviewed necessary matters for devel-

pook National University, President Moon

session”) for approximately 1 hour at the

competition uniforms, and 3 commit-

opment as a part of its dobok development

Yun Young of Hansan Enterprise, and Re-

Kukkiwon Gymnasium from 4 PM on No-

tee uniforms) won awards, while 23 sets

business.

searcher Lee Mi-yeon of Kukkiwon.

vember 29 (Thu.). Taekwondo experts and

of doboks (8 training uniforms for Geup

Following this, the Taekwondo Dobok

Additionally, 2 advisory councils were

Masters working in the frontlines were in-

holders, Dan holders, and Masters, 3

Design Contest was held this past April

held to lend an ear to the assessments of

Taekwondo test uniforms for Poom ex-

and May in the 4 categories of training uni-

external experts on Taekwondo, clothing,

aminees, low Dan examinees, and high

forms, competition uniforms (choice of 1

materials, and more, and these opinions

Dan examinees, 6 competition uniforms

among Gyeorugi, Poomsae, and Gyeokpa),

for improvements were used to modify and

for martial arts Gyeorugi, Poomsae, and

Taekwondo test uniforms, and committee

supplement the Doboks.

Gyeokpa, and 6 committee uniforms for

uniforms, with winning entries being cho-

Kukkiwon also conducted a survey tar-

referees, judges, and supervisors) were the

sen through the 1 stage document evalu-

geting the Taekwondo experts and front-

result of research.

ations and 2 stage silhouette evaluations,

line Masters who had attended the briefing

and the award ceremony for the winners

session, and it plans to collect opinions,

was held on July 6 .

take supplementary measurses, and release

While Kukkiwon is developing and supplying various Doboks this year, it does not
have a clear standard for the production of
Scene from the advisory council for Taekwondo Dobok development.

st

nd

th

Kukkiwon also formed a 2

nd

stage task

Doboks. As such, there is some amount of

force with Professor Kim Jeong-hui of

confusion in the process. Thus, in order to

Gachon University’s Fashion Design ma-

a report on the final results.

Scenes from the ‘Kukkiwon Taekwondo Dobok Design
Briefing Session’ where Kukkiwon showcased new
Taekwondo Doboks.

NEWS BRIEF

Opening of the 4-month Run of the 2018 Kukkiwon
Taekwondo Regular Performances

18

First Performance Held on Sept. 1 (Sat.) at 8 PM ...
Performances to Be Held at 8 PM on Saturdays and Sundays until Dec. 30

19

Kukkiwon Holds School Violence Prevention
Campaign Jointly with The Chosun Children’s Daily
Musical Performances Held in the Morning and Afternoon of Oct. 20 (Sat.)…
with Congratulatory Performances by Kukkiwon Taekwondo Demonstration
Team to Also Instill a Sense of Pride

Kukkiwon is launching the ‘2018 Kukkiwon Taekwondo Regular Performances’ in tandem with Gangnam-gu.
A scene from a regular performance.

Kukkiwon held a school violence prevention campaign (hereinafter
“Campaign”) jointly with The Chosun Children’s Daily.
The Campaign was hosted by Kukkiwon as part of its public interest
activities, and is mostly concerned with performing public interest activities through the introduction of the spirit and culture that Taekwondo
pursues, and performing arts education.
The Campaign was implemented to prepare a venue where trainees
could enjoy and form bonds of empathy on the virtues learned from Taekwondo training together through the performances, which reminded
students of the dangers of school violence.
The musical performances were held twice at the Kukkiwon gymnasium, with the first performance being held from 9:30 AM to 12:00 PM
(Part 1), and the second performance from 2:00 PM to 4:30 PM (Part 2) on
October 20 (Sat.), and saw participation from children and youth trainees
attending Taekwondo dojangs (training halls) as well as students from all

around the world attending international schools.
The main story of the musical revolves around a perpetrator of school
violence who comes to hear the inner thoughts of a classmate due to a
coincidental event and begins to see things from the perspective of the
victim, ultimately turning over a new leaf to become a good student.
In particular, Kukkiwon instilled a sense of pride in the campaign participants by preparing congratulatory performances by the Kukkiwon
Taekwondo Demonstration Team before the musical performances.

Kukkiwon’s (President Oh Hyundeuk) ‘2018 Kukkiwon Taekwondo Regular Performances (hereinafter referred to as “regular performances”)’
entered its 4-month run on September 1.
Beginning with the very first performance on September 1 (Sat.) at 8
PM, the regular performances were held twice a week (Saturdays and Sundays) at 8 PM every week until December 30 of last year.
The regular performances were launched by Kukkiwon in tandem with
Gangnam-gu as part of its efforts to develop Taekwondo into Korea’s main
cultural product, which it has been working on since 2015, as well as to raise
Korea’s status as the motherland of Taekwondo and contribute to cultural
prosperity by meeting the demands and desires of both domestic and overseas tourists.
Over the course of 3 years from 2015 to 2017, a total of 62,467 domestic
and overseas spectators visited Kukkiwon to watch the regular performances of the Kukkiwon Taekwondo Demonstration Team, which were
held a total of 433 times.
The title for this year’s regular performances is ‘Great Taekwondo Season 4 / THE KOREA SPIRIT.’
The title signifies how the regular performances will express masculine
toughness through Taekwondo and feminine gentleness with traditional
Korean dance to light up the whole world with Taekwondo spirit.
A cast of 24, made up of 20 members of the Kukkiwon Taekwondo
Demonstration Team (Taekwondo) and 4 dancers of the Park Sung A Culture Stage (traditional Korean dance) will appear in the 45-minute regular
performances.
The regular performances are composed of 5 acts in total, which are as follows:
Act 1 - ‘Opening up the World with Taekwondo Spirit’;
Act 2 - ‘Embroidering Beauty upon the World with Elegant Dance’;

The regular performances revolve
around ‘Sori’, who realizes the Taekwondo Spirit, and ‘Daeheuk’, who
believes that only Taekwondo techniques can rule the world, and the
story features the conflict between
‘good’ and ‘evil’, as well the resolution of said conflict.
In Act 1, ‘Sori’, who has realized
the Taekwondo spirit through Taekwondo training, sets off the story
by obtaining the light that shines
the world.
Following that, Act 2 sees the
Taekwondo Spirit, which possesses
a soft but robust spirit, becoming
sublimed through the tunes and
elegant dance moves of traditional
Korean dance to embroider beauty
upon the world. However, driven
by jealousy, ‘Daeheuk’ harms ‘Sori’
and steals away the light, bringing darkness upon the world.
Act 3 revolves around ‘Daeheuk’, who believes that only the powerful
skills of Taekwondo can rule the world and exerts his power over the
world, causing it to grow sick.
In Acts 4 and 5, ‘Sori’ opposes ‘Daeheuk’, realizing the Taekwondo spirit in the struggle, resulting in the toughness and gentleness derived from
the Taekwondo spirit uniting as one to become the spirit of Korea and
light up the world. Thus, the performance concludes.
Designed as non-verbal performances, the regular performances can
be enjoyed by domestic and overseas spectators alike, making them easy
to understand and sympathize with.
Moreover, audience members can try out Taekwondo for themselves
even after the regular performances are finished under the directions of
the MC, or take commemorative photos with the cast of the performances.
Tickets to the regular performances are KRW 40,000, and may be purchased through Interpark and Ticketlink. They may alternatively be purchased 2 hours before the beginning of a regular performance at ticket boxes
prepared by Kukkiwon.
Additionally, various discounts are available for local
residents, Taekwondo practitioners, the disabled, persons of national merit, senior
citizens (age 65 and up), students, groups (of 10 or more),
etc. In the case of groups
with 100 or more people, regular performances may even
be held on weekdays upon
negotiation.

Act 3 - ‘Losing Taekwondo Spirit to the Chaotic World’;
Act 4 - ‘Searching for Taekwondo Spirit That Straightens the World’;
The Kukkiwon Taekwondo Demonstration Team presents congratulatory demonstrations
at the musical performances of the school violence prevention campaign.

Scenes from the musical performances of the school violence prevention campaign carried out
by Kukkiwon jointly with The Chosun Children’s Daily.

Act 5 - ‘The Light That Shines the World, That is the Taekwondo Spirit’

A poster for the 2018 Kukkiwon Taekwondo
Regular Performances.
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